


42.27 3S vandywine St. Ke ne 


VWoshiagton, De 


way Done E sy 5 


Here is the signed paper. Gertrude asks how soon + am 


coming to _ew York and says that 


for certain but am planning to come up et the time of the å, I. bie Ee meeting 


you wish to see me. I cannot say 


possible, That will be Feburary l4=1l8. ` Do not know whetèhr I càn io) 
get leave for the trip. If not may be able to get away for the week- 


end of Feburary 13. 


Just at the moment I am laid up with a bad ear. 
bad colds ths fall I discoverd an abscess in the left ear. 


for a week taking sulfadiazine, 


of days ago the ear strted to get bad again so back to the sulfadiazine and 


and then back on the job again. A&A couple 


to bed. The sulfa drug knocks the virulent stage quickly but tne basic 
infection is hanging on somewhat stubvornly. 


I have lost so much time with this ear 
a trip to the A. I. ui. Ee for more than a week-end. 


eny time off for 


iuiriam was there the week 
but you were not pack fron your 


ivertning is juiet here. 
Civil Service Commission, and I 


that it may not ve easy to get 


before Christmas hoping she would see you, 
trip at that time. 


There has not been another s ¡awk out of the 


de not expect anything ——— The only 


thing that coudd cause truable now that 1 can see would oe for tie Dies 


Committee to sound off, but the 


latter has been ratner pear of late. 


position as far as my own office is concerned is pretty well consoli garen, 
i have three ig working now (including myself) a am about to add a 


tiy standing in 


phe 3. ie We has pretty well passed the stage of probation 


s0 I do not look for any more trouble. 


I shali oe very glad to he 
a ar vetter position to watch waht is going on in the country then I am here. 
O 


n tais end with a six day week — is very Litcle tine to talk to anybody 
’ 


outside of one's own assocaates, 
own work. 


o get up tnere 


„incer cely, 


ar tne results of your trip. You are in 
r to read anything aot conuected with y 


the week-end of “eb. 13. I? can't neke 


anotner weex~-2nd at tae esrleiest opportunity. 


— 


‘I have had a series of 
was out of work 





C OPY 
April 3, 1843 


The Snairman 
Board of zconomic “arfare 
Yashington, D. C. 


Attention: Personnel Officer 
Sir: 


The Commission has given careful consideration to the case 

of Mr. M, King Hubbert, appointed by your organization as 
Senior Analyst, under war service regulations, effective April 27, 
1942, subject to investigation. 

Investigation has disclosed that Mr. Hubbert has for a — 
of approximately ten years been associated in an active capacity 
with Technocracy, Incorporated. In the light of information which 
the Commission has concerning the present significance and - 
implications of Technocracy, Incorporated, and in view of the 
active part which Mr. Hubbert has been taking in this organization 
in conjunction with its other principal leader the Commission has 

[asac the conclusion that the best interests of the Government 


would not be served by continuing his employment in your — 
He has, therefore, been rated ineligible and your agency i 
requested to separate him from his position and to advise this 
Office when such action has been taken. In effecting this 
removal the provisions of Civil Service Rule XII need not be 
observeds — — 


By direction of the Commission: 
very respectfully, 


(s) I. A. Moyer 


Te. Aj Moyer 
uxecutive Director 
and Ghief “reminsr 


May 6, 1943 


Dear Howard: 


Miriam no doubt gave you a oe account of developments 
until that time when she was in New York last week. In the meantime 
everything has been quiescent here 41 5:30 this afternoon. At that 
time I got a telephone call from Brockway, who was one of the 
— stenotypic record that you have, Brockway reported that 

— ‘Heed of the Office of. agone tofot T 

sja glorified way of -saying Xi ome or: Co} Had Wy A 

letter to the Civil Service stating Hat; being retained t 
Board pending my"making an àppeál”.: Hi ) 3 7 
this was an awkward thing to do in. view of the fact ‘that I have never ee 
been officially informed of any actfon-by the Civil Service, ani alšo : ` 
confessed himself at a loss as to mat I was supposed to do. I told — 
them that until I had been officially informed, I didn't plan to do 
anything. So that's where things pen: ‘BOW. 












ey 


Straley came hone last Friday from Cuba. He was only here ` 


for one day and left that night for West Virginie and is not expected 
back until about the first of “week: While here, however, he ` 
arranged to have dinner with a Legal friend who evidently knows the 
legal profession in this town pretty well. He was going to lay this 
situation before the friend andi get advice as to who would be the best 
men to handle it in case it came to legal action. He telephoned me 
later in the evening to say that he had been advised that Homer Cummings 
was the No. 1 choice and Houston/Thompson was second. He also advised 
that in case anything broke I 3. à not attempt to contact Cummings 
myself but to wire Straley in West Virginia and he would come back 
immediately and try to make the ontact through channels to which he 
has access, 









Cummings, as you ‘know, was the Attorney General of the United 
States from 1935 to 1939. He is a Protestant and a Mason and apparently 
all the partners of his firm are Protestents too with the exception of 
one junior member. Most of his partners have been Assistant Attorneys 
Generel over the same period. Hguston Thompson I do not know so much 
about, but he too is a Protestant. I have not been able to find ais 
firm in a legal directory. 


I have also considered the possibility of Donald Richberg 
who used to be Chief Counsel for the N. R.A. Richberg was born in 
Tennessee and is listed in Who's Who as a Protestant. He is a graduate 
of the University of Chicago and ks a political record dating back to 
around 1912 as a progressive. At some time or other he was attorney 
for the Railroad Brotherhoods and has apparently fought some major cases 
for them. This combination of circumstances gives me entree to him on 


4. 
Y. 
\. 


two or more possible lines. In fact I had a letter from hin yesterday 
in his capacity as Chairman of the local alumni chapter of the University 
of Chicago. Another approach that appears likely is by way of A. F. 
Whitney of the Railroad Brotherhoods if this seems advisable, ( 
$ * 

Sam Thompson of the National Resources Planning Board ig one 
of the few people here with whom I have discussed this. He thinks I 
ought to get in touch with Whitney and let him and his organization 
know what is going on, on the grounds that they might be able to 6ffer 
some good advice and perhaps help put some heat on when and where its 
needed. Sam also has suggested Wendell Wilkie as a possibility for 
a lawyer, Thinks that Wilkie might enjoy opening up some of the rotten 
spots in the inner workings of the New Deal's political structure: 
The. suggestion has a certain amount of merit. \ 


’ ' 3 1 Tede Xa A 


AREN 5 laa A — bah * ay 
° `> Mhe foregoing is a. pretty. Toas wtommapy OF Things on + eSa- 


of the line: Miriam told me what had ` een found out as to the ajparent 





source of it, it would very important{to get the lowdown on him a the 


The important thing is that, while this affair may drag: out 
and be allowed to die quietly, again/it may not, and in the latter event 
it is likely to be precipitated within the next week or so. I would 
prefer not without prior consultation with 
ith: me I em at home most evenings 
¢ reached on the home telephone 
re develops, I am laying low; but. 
actfon, I will call you. In 


tions I would appreciate it if you 
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1105 D St. S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 
July 16, 1942. 





Dear Howard: 
Well, they seem to have blown a couple of lids off! 


About all we know is what we read in the newspaper. There 
was a staff meeting this morning in wh ch it was announced that 
Perkins was leaving and that no other personel chenges were contemplated. 
By and large that is premix probably true, but there ars: a few things 
about the choice of the new Director that smell pretty bad. 
1 t 


For the last several da 


8 sipusa ing its head off at Wallabe.and Perkins, with some Afythe Poet- - - 
viel us stuff by one Georgiana 'X. Preston. w Roosevel appoi ea 
Leo f. Crowley,who is a good working Catholic,to take over A 







was somebady in the Washington office of the Al@jn Property Custodian 
who was opposed to Technocracy;. My suspicion is that his is the guy. 
In that case there may be trouble. y, °2 T 


So far as I know nothing has ever been settled with the Civil 
Service Commission as regards me. They have kicked the |matter back 
and forth a few times, so I understand » and sort of left it at a stalemate, 
It was obviuos that the Board was not going to take any agtion against — 
me and the Civil Service apparently were afraid to fight át. With Crowley 
in it may be just the right opportunity. In case there is Catholic pressure 
back of this already it may be just the opportunity they are waiting for / 
and if so we may anticipate some fire works as soon as he ‘gets around to 
having it brought to his attention. 


This is all speculation on my part and based on the assumption 
that there is some Catholic mischief back of this 3; in case there is 
not we may never hear anything further of it. - 


ewe 


Lee 


Miriam will be in New York during the next few days and will no = f 
doubt see you. If there are any developments at that end you can send J 
news of them by her. Here things may be quiet for months are may s 
blow off at any time. 


Sincerely, 


™ 


Letterhead of 
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Aug. 6, 1943 





TO: Mr. M. King Hubbert 


FROM: John R. Fleming 
Chief of Gffice 


Correspondence between the Civil Service Commission 
and GEW indicates that you should at once file an ap- 
peal from the Commission's judgment thet your connec- 
tion with Technocracy, Inc. makes you unsuitable for 
federal employment. 


The appeal should be filed by addressing a letter to 
Mr, L. A. Moyer, Executive Director of the Commission, 
"requesting that he set a date for a hearing. 


we 
LA 


r 


UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
Washington, D. C. 
File BAR: EPTPEEM 


August 14, 19435 — 


Mr. M. King Hubbert 
1105 D Street, S.W. 
Washington, D. G. 


Dear Mr. Hubbert: 


Reference is made to your letter of August 9, 1945, in regard 
to the action taken in requesting the Board of Economic Karfere 

to terminate your servicos as Senior Analyst because of apparent un- 

suitability for Government employment. 


Information before the Commission tends to indicate that 
Technocracy, Inc., is Fascist in ite setup and objectives and envisages 
a form of government not democratic in character. The record showa 


that at a special interview accorded you on September 16, 1942, you 
were fully informed of the issues involwed upon which decision was 
made in your cass. 


In response to your statement that the memorandum you recsived 
dated August 6, 1943, was the first indication that you had been the 
subject of correspondence between the Commission and the Board of 
Economic Warfare, you are advised that that agency informed this office 
May 5, 1945, that you indicated a desire to immediately appeal the 
action taken in your case. Since no word was received from you, this 
office has endeavored to find out whet steps you wish to take in regard 
to an appeal. As your case has been before the Gommission's Board of 
Appeals. and Review for some tine, it will be appreciated if you will 
Call Mra. Tracy, Republic 5611, Zxtension 3065, immediately and advise 
whether you wish to have a hearing scheduled for you. 


By direction of the Commission: 
Very respectfully, 
/3/ Wa. 0. Jull 


Wm. C. Hull 
Executive Assistant 


1105 D Street, 3.W, 
deshington, D. 0. 
Auguat 9, 1943. 


My dear Sir: l 
l i in necexdance with the instructions contained 
in your memorandum addressed to me, dated August 6, 
1943, I have taken up the matter dissuased in that 
menorandum with the United States Civil Service Gamis- 
sion ant hereafter shail assuse personal responsibility 
for any further negotiations concerning it. 


You will doubtless be inforned in due ¢qurse 
of the outcone. 


Very truly yours, 


a. King Hubbert 


MKH: K 





August 23, 1943 


Mre- Me King Hubbert 
1105 D Street, S.W. 
Washington, D. Ce 





` By direction of the Comission: 


Very respectfully, 


Wme Co Hall 
Executive Assistant 


Inclosure 131230 





| AUG 25 1943 


1105 D Street, S.W. 
Washington 4, D. C. 
August 23, 1943. 


Dear Howard: i 
i Straley and I wont. tee to see Mra, Tracy (mentioned 
in Hull's letter) at the Civil(Service Commission today to get 
all the information we could about the mechanics and general _ 
nature of the appeal, I was correct in what I told you. I can 
be rt ape by counsel and ) + produce any number of witnesses 














9th end G Place, Northwest, at 10 o'clock on September 15th. The 
hearing will be before the Baaj of Appeals of the Civil Service 
Commission. The people who aré “supposed to take part in it are: & 
Mr. Edwards, Chairman of the Board of Appeals, and a Mr. Hopkins. 
Mrs. Tracy, the lady I was talking to, is to be the Examiner, She 
insists that neither she nor tHe Board of Appeals has: any fixed idea 
about this as yet, and she appeprs to be e moderately decent type 
of individual. l 


Straley and I will bẹ busy this week seeing the various 
people we discussed while I wasi in New York, then Straley is coming 
to New York purposely for a comerence with you and the organization 
attorney. Unless instructed otherwise, he will be there next Monday 
afternoon and evening. If the lawyer cannot be free at that time 
please let us know at once, 


With regard to Straley, please do not have any reticence 
concerning him. Straley has been a personal friend of mine for twenty 
years and he has known the organization since its beginning. He is 
my assistant on the job here, knows everything about this situation 
from the bottom up, and while it is no personal concern of his, he is 
working his head off to get it straightened out. Consequently, as 
far as I am concerned, you may simply regard him as my personal] repre- 
sentetive in anything that is discussed or decided upon at thet end. 
Since time is getting short, whatever strategy is decided upon at that 
conference will probably be the one carried out, so don't underestimate 
its importance. 


Sincerely, 


* 


not 


— 


BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 


(0. E. W.A. ) 


QUESTIONING OF M. KING HUBBERT, 


Division of Supply and Resources. 


Room 2240, Temporary "I" Building, 
Washington, D. C., 
Wednesday, April 14, 1943. 
BEFORE: Thomas Brockway (presiding), Special Assistant to. 
the Assistant Director of W.E.W.A., 


Philip Dunaway, Assistant to Chief of Office, 0.E.W. his 
John M. Lowrie, of General Counsel's Office. 


Also Present: Dr. Joseph Gould, Chief of Division of 
Supply and Resources. 


PROCEEDINGS 


Mr. Brockway: The occasion of this meeting is a notifica- 
tion from the Civil Service Commission to the Board that Mr. 
Hubbert had been declared ineligible on the basis of his 
connection with Technocracy, Incorporated. 

The Personnel Division is now waiting for a recommendation 


from Mr. Stone as to the choice of three options: 


(1) The option to terminate Mr. Hubbert's services 


—* 


with the Board at once; 

(2) to recommend to him thet he personally make 
an appeal to the Commission with whatever witnesses or 
testimony he would like to take from the Board; and 

(3) that the Board itself would make an administrative 


appeal from the judgment of the Civil Service Commission. 


This group was appointed by Mr. Stone to advise him as to 
the three options, and we are meeting with Mr. Hubbert to ask 
him questions along the lines I indicated to him yesterday con- 
cerning: (1) the nature of Technocracy, Incorporated; (2) his 
relations with that organization and (3) questions on his 
own political, economic and social views. 

I have no particular plan for starting, but I thought we 
might begin by asking Mr. Hubbert to tell us what Technocracy, 
Incorporated, is, and what its aims are, and, although I had 
thought of putting method under a separate category, I think 
the aims and methods will be combined when we begin. 

Is that procedure satisfactory to begin with? 

Mr. Lowrie: Yes. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you want to start on that general outline, 
Mr. Hubbert? | 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. The first thing that I want to point 
out is that there is a sort of a dual aspect of this problem. 


One of them is that I happen to be an individual who is employed 


by the United States Government. I happen to be a member of 


3 
some six or eight organizations, all of the same legal standing. 
This charge is that because I happen to be a member of one of 
these six or eight organizations, that I am ineligible for 
service with the Government. 

That charge, put in that way, requires substantiation; 
put in that form it is no charge at all. 

The second aspect is that the organization specified is a 
corporation in the State-of New York and a legal entity of 
its own, and it is not subject to investigation by this pro- 
cedure. In other words, if the organization is having 
charges made against it, they must be preferred against the 
organization through proper legal channels. The charges 
must be met in a corresponding manner. No such charges 
have ever been preferred, and I venture to suggest they never 
will be; so, that leads the problem back to an investigation 
of me, personally. 

It is I as an individual and not the corporation who is 
employed by the Government, end therefore, the only one 
subject to investigation. My record is entirely before 
you for any degree or cross-examination you like, but with 
regard to making this an investigation of a corporation of the 
State of New York, I am not at liberty under these circun- 
stances to do that, but I will give you generalities. I ama 


member of the organization, and, so far as I personally am 


concerned, that is open to discussion. So, I will be very happy 


to give you some of the background history of how the organiza- 
tion came into being and how I became associated with it, if 
that would interest you. 

Mr. Brockway: You would not mind discussing the aims of 
it, then, if you are willing to talk about the history of it? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I am not willing to discuss the inner work- 
ings of the corporation. 

Mr. Brodiway: That is a change of attitude from yesterday? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. I have had some good advice 
since yesterday. 

Mr. Brockway: All right. Mr. Lowrie, have you any comment 
on that? 

Mr. Lowrie: I do not quite get that point of view, the 
fact that a corporation with which you are associated is a legal 
association does not affect the kind of organization it is in 
order that we may determine whether the charge made against 
you is correct or not. 

Mr. Hubbert: As I say, I am subject to investigation; 
anything that I ever did or sponsored or ever said is 
open to investigation or inquiry before this Board. The organiza- 
tion called "Technocracy Incorporated” is an entity in the 
State of New York anå is not subject to investigation by this 
Board. 

Mr. Brockway: We are not attempting to investigate 


Technocracy, Incorporated. 


Mr. Hubbert: So, if you wish to proceed on that basis, 

I will give you the history of the organization's formation, 
its coming into being and my association with it, if that is 
what you are interested in knowing. 

Mr. Brockway: I think we are not interested in the history 
of the organization or its origin. We all know about that. 

I am much more interested in the aims and methods and the 
organization of that group in the last two or three years than 
I am in the period from the beginning of the Technical Alliance 
in 1919. That is ancient history, so far as your case is con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I am not at liberty to go into the 
inner workings of a — of the State of New York 
with this body. 

(Discussion was had outside the record.) 

Mr. Brockway: You may proceed, Mr. Hubbert. 

Mr. Hubbert: The way this organization came into being 
was through the association of a number of people here in 
Washington during the last war. That association arose from 
experience in the war agencies, the War Industry Board 
I believe it was called then, and various other Government 
agencies, the problems of getting production out involved 
breaking down a lot of established rules and customs which, 
in turn, were rather eye-opening as to the possibilities of 


better ways of running industry than was customary at the time. 


ys 


That led to — discussions and out of this a group of 
these people formed an organization called "The Technical 
Alliance." I happen to have in my hand the original organiz- 
ation leaflet of that organization, or prospectus. The address 


is 23 West 32nd Street, New York. There are several pages of 


. discussion and on the back page was the temporary organizing 


comittee, The names of. that committee were Sullivan W. 
Jones, Secretary; Frederick L. Ackerman, — ; Carl L. 
Alsberg, Chemist; Allen Carpenter, M.D.; L. K. Comstock, 
Electrical Engineer; Stuart Chase, Certified Public Accountant; 
Alice Barrows Fernandez, Educator; Bassett Jones, Electrical 
Engineer; Robert H. Kohn, Architect; Benton Mackaye, Forester; 
Leland Olds, Statistician; Charles P. Steinmetz, Electrical 
Engineer; Richard C. Tolman, Physicist and Physical Chemist, 
-- presently Dean of Physical Sciences at California Institute 
of Technology; John Carol Vaughan, M.D.; Thorstein Veblen, 
Educator; Charles H. Whitaker, Housing Expert, and Howard 
Scott, Chief Engineer. 

Mr. Lowrie: What was the date of that? 

Mr. Hubbert: This perticular piece of paper is not 
dated, but the date was about 1919 or 1920, I think 1919, 

The men here, many of the names well known; some of them 
I do not know myself, but anyhow the more familiar ones are 
people like Thorstein Veblen who is now dead but who was a 


leading economist; Richard C. Tolman, physicist and physical 


chemist, presently Dean of Physical Sciences at the California 
Institute of Technology and one of the associate administrators 
of the War Research Board,- I forget the init ials of the organiza- 
tion here in town. 

Mr. Dunaway: Is that the War Manpower Commission? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, it is the National Defense Research Committee, 
I think. It is an official Government body in charge of all 
physical research going on in connection with all war problems. 
Thorstein. Veblen, outstending economist, - possibly I 
mentioned before. Bassett Jones, Electrical Engineer, and 
Sullivan Jones, his brother, whom I mentioned, Architect of the 
State of New York; Stuart Chase, a well-known writer who wrote 
his first book as part of this work; Carl L. Alsberg was Chief 
Chemist for the Bureau of Soils, Department of Agriculture, 
and subsequently Dean of Science at Stanford University. 

Mr. Brockway; Are any of those people now in the organiza- 
tion? 

Mr, Hubbert: I do not believe they are. Some of them 
are dead. 

If I may continue with this, the point is, to my knowledge, 
none of these are members at the present time; some of them 
have been but are now dead. 

Mr. Brockway: Wasn't Mr. Scott--- 

Mr. Hubbert: I am sorry, Howard Scott is director of the 


present organization. 


Mr. Brockway: He was director then? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, he was Chief Engineer and is Director 
of the present organization. 

The‘ work that these people did back in 1920 I only know by 
hearsay, neaning by that, by conversation with people who were 
in it. Anyhow, there were about three well-known books that 
were published out of the conferences that were held on 
Saturdays among this group. There was a permanent office and 
& permanent office staff ani there were staff conferences of 
this group and others. One of — books was Chase's 
"Tragedy of Waste", which came out of it. Another was Veblen’s 
"Engineers and the Price System", a series of articles 
collected into book form. Another was Robinson's book, 

"The Mind in the Making." Robinson used to be in the same 
conferences, and he wrote that book out of these conferences. 

This organization ran for a few years, but for one reason 
or another which I do not know, folded up in the so-called 
boom days of the 20's, people had other interests. 

In the winter of 1951, I came to New York as a member of 
the staff of Columbia University and quite by accident heard 
of Howard Scott and some of the things he was talking---mind 
you, this was when there was still going to be two chickens 
in every pot end prosperity was just around the corner. I was 
introduced to the gentleman and we had dinner together, and we 


covered quite an extensive range of subject matter. He was a 


total stranger to me. I had never heard of him before and 
what he told me was largely the work of this old Technical 
Alliance and its implication. I was impressed with it as 
the most important piece of scientific thinking I had ever 
heard of and that impression still stands. | 

At my instigation, Mr. Scott rounded up some of. these old 
group members again, and we formed a small informal group that 
started to review the old work, quite informally, no formal | 
organization. That went along quietly until it got sii in the 
newspapers through the Columbia University publicity agent 
who wanted some publicity for the University; so, that » in 
turn, spread around the press for a while and before very long, 
it looked like a forest fire. The reason it looked like a: 
forest fire was because, fundamentally, * stated that technological 
employment was real and that the number of persons who would 
be employed ten years from now would be less than the present 
on the same hours of labor which at that time was the rankest 
kind of heresy. In fact, it was such bad heresy that steps were 
soon taken to oppose it, but, in the meantime, seven or eight 
publishing houses rushed out with books on Technocracy. Those 
houses included a fair percentage of the publishing houses 
of New York City and some elsewhere, the books being written 
by their own appointed men who did not know beans, but the most 
of what people read about Technocracy was contained in those books. 


At that stage, at the same time, we had a deluge of people 


10 
who wanted to work or be of assistance or contribute money, s0 
to protect ourselves legally, to prevent piracy of the type that 
was going on, we set up a membership organization so we could 
utilize these people. We incorporated as a membership corpora- 
tion under the laws of the State of New York. That was about 
1933. 

Subsequent to that time the organization has proceeded as a 
combined research organization and educational organization. 

With respect to its own membership, it is entirely non- 
political, it is a membership organization supported by members’ 
dues, and the membership rules are that only those are eligible 
who are American citizens, that is, non-alien and non-Asiatic 
and non-politicians. All other American citizens are 
eligible for membership. 

Mr. Brockway: That — an American citizen who is 
Asiatic would not be eligible? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: Would that go back to the half and half? 

Mr. Hubbert: Half and half, what? 

Mr. Brockway: A Japanese er Chinese mother and an American 
father? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know that that question has ever 
been raised. I dare say if it were raised, the half and half 


would rate as an American citizen, but, to my knowledge, it has 


never come up. 

Mr. Brockway: You mean he would not rate as an Asiatic, 
in other words? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, that the ruling would be thrown on the 
American side. l 

Mr. Brockway: You haven't any grandfather clause? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. The reason for that is not a race 
reason, as such, it is an international political reason. 

Mr. Brockway: It is not racial? 

Mr. Hubbert: It is not racial, In other words, Negroes 
are quite eligible. 

Mr. Brockway: But the Asiatic---that is a regional äis- 
tinction? 

Mr. Hubbert: It is a regional distinction rather than 
racial, 

Mr. Brockway: It is not political; it is not racial; 
it is regional? | 

Mr. Hubbert: It is regional. In other words, they consti- 
tute only a very small percentage of this population. There was 
a series of Asiatic problems on the Pacific Coast which were 
heading us toward war. | 

Mr. Brockway: Does that include the Turks? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, the Japanese, 

Mr. Brockway: They are Asiatic? 


Mr. Hubbert: Not in the meaning of the word as we inter- 


pret it. It is the Mongolian type of Asiatics. 

Mr. Brockway: It does not include Hindus? 

Mr. Hubbert: That I do not know. 

Mr. Brockway: That is a race distinction? 

Mr. Hubbert: It is Eastern. 

Mr. Brockway: What about Filipinos? 

Mr. Hubbert: That I do not know. 

Mr. Brockway: I just wondered about the confusion that 
seems to exist in some things I have read whether it is 
racialiam or not. 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not think it is. 

Mr. Dunaway: Did you misspeak yourself when you said it. 
was international political? 

Mx. Hubbert: Perhaps I misspoke, if you drew —— 
sion from that that I did not intend. The organization is 
distinctly limited to the North American Continent, I mean, 
in conception. In other words, sections are only authorized 
in the countries of the North American Continent and the 
northern fringe of South America. That is the geographical 
domain about which it drew a boundary as the appropriate 
region of interest, and the organization is limited to that, 
and the Oriental Asiatic was excluded from membership simply 
because they were predominantly outside that area. 

The aims of that organization, I mean the primary interest 


of the organization is simply a high standerd of living, high 


public health, - standard of public health, minimum wastage of 
nonreplaceable materials. That is just about the works, the 
achievement of that within this area. 

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to discuss your method of 
achieving that? _ You say you are nonpolitical? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I do not wish to discuss that at all. 

Mr. Brockway: When you say you are non-political, that 
would imply you do not attempt to achieve these aims by political 
means, | 

Mr. Hubbert: We are strictly non-political. We have never 
supported any political candidate for any office of any descrip- 
tion. We have never permitted any of our members to have any- 
thing to do with politicians at all. 

‘Mr. Brockway: Do politicians include ourselves in this 
room? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, "politicians" means people who run for 
elective office. On the other hand, policemen, firemen, 

‘Civil Service employees, technicians, doctors, and all that 
kind of thing working for the Government are not included at 
all. It means the politically elected, those people whose 
names appear on the ticket at local or national elections. 

Mr. SON ENEA Whether or not elected, I mean they are 
politicians whether they are elected or not? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 


Mr. Brockway: Would you like to indicate why you discrimi- 
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nate against darco 

Mr. Hubbert: Simply to keep free of politics, to avoid 
any charges. We have.no political interests, and, therefore, 
we do not want to have anything to do with it. 

Mr. Brockway: And that is why you exclude politicians. from 
membership? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is it, because they would start abusing 
the organization for political purposes. 

Mr. Brockway: Are there any members who are naturalized, 
such as Mongoliens? 

Mr. Hubbert: Those are all; non-citizens, politicians, and 
Asiatics. 

Mr. Brockway: Women? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you any women in the membership? 

Mr. Hubbert: Lots of them; approximately 50 per cent of 
the membership are women. 

Mr. Brockway: I would infer from your answer that you do 
not attempt to achieve these aims by political means? 

Mr. Hubbert: We have never made any political maneuver of any 
kind. 

Mr. Brockway: But you prefer not to say how you do hope 
to achieve these aims? 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I think your questioning is running 


again into background that I said, for entirely other reasons I 


ão not wish to discuss here. I do not think it is a proper 
place or the proper circumstances. I have given you the history 
of how the organization came into being and my association with 
it. | 

From here on out, I would prefer that your investigation be 
confined to me. That is the background. The headquarters of 
this organization are available and open every day in New York. 
Any amount of the information that you are asking me for could 
be acquired by walking in and sitting down and carrying on a 
conversation. I mean, there is nothing secret about it; it is 
simply I do not regard it as relevant to this discussion. 

Mr. Brockway: Could I rephrase the question? What is 
your own view of the best way to achieve the aims you have 
stated? I take it you agree with those aims. Would you be 
willing to say--- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) I would say predominantly 
education. There are two things, two ways of doing it. One of 
them is this: That we are undergoing an entirely spontaneous 
and entirely automatic evolution which nobody can stop. That 
avolution is rendering certain of our social forms and customs 
obsolete. It is producing problems that have not been solved. 
That process itself is the biggest educational process there 
is. In other words, we have learned more in this country 
en mass, socially, in the last ten years than we did in any 


preceding fifty by entirely automatic processes. That is what 
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you might call a purely impersonal form of education and the 
most — one that there is. 

The second one is that in any kind of situation of this 
sort, it is impossible to prevent more intelligent members of 
society from thinking and also fron talking, so that out of that 
kind of a social school there is a clash of Opinions about the 
kind of things that ought to be done and possible solutions, 
end, by a give-and-take process and an interchange of ideas, 
something finally emerges as the better solution. 

My own personal notion of how social evolution takes place 
is just about that; writing, talking and the trend of events 
themselves. If you write and if you talk and if you are wrong, 
you are buried; and if you are not wrong, you will probably 
survive. 

Mr. Brockway: Then, you would think it desirable to have 
a group of people that you describe as the most intelligent 
talking together and working out a solution of a situation 
which itself educates the masses to the effect that something 
is wrong. That is your emphasis; you are arguing for a group 
who will work out, in harmony within itself at least, the sol- 
ution to these problems? 

Mr. Hubbert: I can be more general than that. The pro- 
cedure that I am talking about is the standard procedure of all 
scientific evolution. That's how — evolves; somebody 


gets interested in a group of phenomena and talks to his friends 


17 


and writes books and papers about it. In the early stages, he 
is often wrong, but there may be a modicum of enlightenment 
that was somewhat better than his predecessors. That, in turn, 
sets off another series of cogitations and somebody else comes 
out with something that is better, and by leap frog or ladder 
fashion, we gradually emerge with a modicum of knowledge which 
is pretty good. 

With regard to this immediate problem, the social problem 
that we face here, when we ran into this it was almost like a train 
going into an open switch in 1929 so far as the public of the United 
States was concerned. They literally believed in Santa Claus. 
We had the stock market psychology of New York and the so-called 
boom period which was not a boom period at all except in paper. 
We hit the crash in 1929 when some of our most highly reputed 
economists were saying there was never going to be another — 
only two months or so before, and we went into the worst social 
mess that this country had ever been in in its history, 
and we went in it quick, and we did not come out of it in two 
years; and prosperity was not just around the corner, and 
the business cycle did not work the way a business cycle was supposed 
to work for perfectly good reasons. A situation like that is a 
very dangerous social situation. It is a situation where some- 
thing has to be done, and if the wrong thing is done for example 
driving the bonus army out of Washington with United States 


forces which is an example of the wrong kind of 
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administration, the results may be catastrophic. If the wrong thing 
is done, you can create a very bad situation. If the right thing 
is done, you can steer through the rough spots and at least give 
us time for A little thinking before you really get into a bad 
situation. So, our point of view is simply---that of the group of 
1919 or 1920---on the basis of evidence then existing, was that we 
could clearly foresee approximately where this country was going to be 
in the next 15 or 20 years, because the data then existing enabled any 
scientist to do it if he wanted to use two cents worth of intelligence. 
So, we have simply elected the industrial complex, our present 
country, as our major field of interest as an Organization. We 
have carried out research in that field, wma that; I think, 
is second to nobody's. We have anticipated a great deal of work 
by the United States Government by four or five years and 
obtained the same results. 

Mr. Brockway: What have you done with that stuff? 

Mr. Hubbert: What have we done? Some of it has been 
published. 

Mr. Brockway: What are examples of that? 

Mr. Hubbert: As a personal example, I made a study in 
1954 of technological unemployment in terms of certain industrial 
factors which were known, and from that I was able to show that 
the approximate all-time peak of industrial employment had to 
be around 1920, and from then on into the future it would decline 


unless you shortened working hours drastically. In other words, 


19 


the total number of manhours in our industry reached an all-time 
peak in 1920 and it had to do that and it had to keep on declin- 
ing except insofar as we jacked up production through extraordinary 
measures, such as the present---and in other words, by unusual means, 
such as the present war. 
Mr. Brockway: Has anything of that sort--- 
Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) May I finish this statement? 
Mr. Brockway: Yesa. 
Mr. Hubbert: About four years after that time, the WPA 
put a staff of some dozens of people on a job looking into the 
same kind of thing, industry by industry. I have seen all of 
thoss publications, it is a whole shelf of blue books in 
paper binding. I have examined them. There is not one single 
one of them that has not verified essentially what I wrote in 
1934, and I was not guessing. I hed perfectly good information 
when I wrote it. 
Within the last few weeks, the National Resources Planning 
Board has been repeating some of that material with my own 
writing for reference and verified my preductions in every single 
industry that they have gone into, and they showed me several dozens. 
Mr. Brockway: Do you ows that study to Technocracy Incorporated? 
Mr. Hubbert: Entirely. 
Wr. Brockway: Did they finance it? 


Mr. Hubbert: No, it was not financed by them. I did it myself. 


Mr. Brockway: You mean the inspiration came from them? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Brockway: Could you name works of that sort done in 
the last five years? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I cannot. There has not been very much 
work of that kind published in the last five years. The group has 
a lot of publications, but none of them are on that particuler 
kind of thing. 

Mr. Brockway: I did not mean on that subject. 

Mr. Hubbert: They are more of current interest. 

Mr. Brockway: Could you name a few of those? 

Mr. Hubbert: The thing of most interest in the last three 
or four years has been the largescale program of national defense. 

Mr. Brockway: Is that contained in a little pamphlet called 
"Total Mobilization"? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, that is contained in about three or four 
magazines devoted to various aspects of the problem. 

Mr. Brockway: You haven't any books? | 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: In other words, there has not been mach 
research that has come out under the name of Technocracy, Incorporated? 

Mr. Hubbert: Very little. The publications have been almost 


entirely or predominantly, I would say, of the nature of house 
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— in other words, organization publications. You could 
almost not call them publications in the sense of being dis- 
tributed outside the organization. 

Mr. — In other words, it has been educational 
for its own organization rather than the public. 

Mr. Hubbert: Predominantly. In fact, a lot of stuff has 
been written for that purpose, and even though it ‘hes been 
printed, I would not regard it as a publication. It has not 
been for distribution to the public. 

Mr. Lowrie: Can you state how large a membership you have? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: I wonder if we could receive your ideas on 
the method of achieving your aims? You have ruled out the 
political. 

Mr. Hubbert: I have given then. 

Mr. Brockway: Your educational program. You have agreed 
the educational program is limited to its own membership? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: And it is a rather small group? 

Mr. Hubbert: Predominantly. 

Mr. Brockway: Which you described as the most intelligent-- 


Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) I believe you described it that 


Mr. Brockway: No, I am using your words. 
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Mr. Hubbert: No, I was speaking quite broadly. I was not 
Speaking of this organization. Iwas saying in any social 
organization, that when a problem comes up, a number of people 
start thinking about it and by an interchange of ideas, the 
more intelligent emerge. 

Mr. Brockway: You have in your own mind a plan and you 
and these other people---I do not want to involve them. You 
are educating your own membership in that plan. What is your 
view of the next step? How does that ever come into being? 

Mr. Hubbert: It comes inte being automatically. It depends 
entirely upon what events happen when the next step is ready. 
-In other words, you are asking me what would I do in 1955. 

I haven't the remotest idea. | 

Mr. Brockway: Well, we know what you are doing now. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: You are engaging in education. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: Of a selected group. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: But it is not quite clear how you would 
bring about the aims---- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) I did not say I would bring 
anything about. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you any interest in bringing these 


aims about? 
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Mr. Hubbert: I have an interest in seeing them brought about. 
I haven't any interest in bringing them about — if you 
mean that I would go out as an individual. After all, the 
only thing I can do is study, think and write and talk. That 
ig the only operation I dan indulge in. From that time on 
out, the problem from there on out is what other people do, 
not what I do. | | l 

Mr. Brockway: When the aims you have in mind come into 
being automatically, regardless of yee and your group and | 
anybody else, how do you visualize the situation in this 
Gantry politically, economically, and socially? Do you 
expect to find pretty drastic changes in our institutional 
setup? | | 

Mr. Hubbert: Whether I exist or whether Technocracy 
exists, either one, I expect quite marked changes in the 
institutional satun in the next 20 years, quite as marked as 
have happened in the last ten years and possibly more so. 

Mr. Brockway: What do you think is the future of demo- 
cracy in this country? 

Mr. Hubbert: About the same as in the past. 

Mr. —— Do you expect the electoral gjati to be 
radically changed? 

Mr. Hubbert: It has been in the past and I expect it 
will be in the future. 


Mr. Brockway: Do you expect the vote to be limited? 
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Mr. Hubbert: I do not know. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you think it would be desirable to limit 
the vote? 

Mr. Hubbert: Let us put it this way: When this group 
of 13 States was organized, under the existing Constitution 
a very small fraction of the existing citizens were permitted 
to vote and that small fraction was permitted to vote beacause 
there was a small minority who did not dare let the rest of 
them vote. In fact, one of the major issues of the Constitu- 
tional Convention was over that problem. It was only slowly 
and painfully that the change of suffrage was made. All right. 
Some social devices were found to counteract that, so, in other 
words, you let them vote but you pulled the teeth out of the vote 
and we have now arrived at a situation that we have something 
like 3,000,000 federal employees, none of whom were 
elected politically and, in fact, the only Federal employees 
that I can discover that are elected at the present moment are 
members of Congress, the President and the Vice President; so, 
we have done an excellent job of eliminating suffrage right 
now. In other words, at the present time we carry out suffrage 
as a sort of a fiction. It is a device for appearing to have 
popular election. And we do nothing of the sort with the excep- 
tion of these particular officials that I named. We get around 
that by not permitting most of those officials very much power. 


The people with power are not elected, that is. most of them. 
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Mr. Brockway: You would admit that the elected officials 
have considerable power over us, wouldn't you? 

Mr. Hubbert: As individuals, yes. They can put the spot- 
light on an individual and make that individual uncomfortable 
by political procedures, but they haven't much power over the 
United States Government as a whole. 

Mr. Brockway: I do not — as individuals. I mean 
Congress — can create or destroy a new agency and it 
could limit the power of any agency. 

Mr. Hubbert: To a limited exteit, and the safety valve 
on that is that if the administration of the country gets too 
bad, Congress does not last. In other words, the only way in 
the world the public can get back at the GPA is by voting for 
the other guy for — in — election, and that is 
preci sely what they aid in the last election. That is, political 
heads rolled in the last election because that was the only 
possible way the public had to do to express its dislike for 
something that did not have anything to do with Congress. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you think that some other actual power 
should be brought into Government than the — power? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I do not know anything about what the 
present power is or any “actual power”. The Government of any 
country is of its own people.. The only question that is 
involved is an optimum method of organization. If you want to 


know if I think the existing Federal Government is the optimum 
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government organization the answer is "No", 

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to indicate what would be your 
idea of the best arrangement? 

Mr. Hubbert: Why, the best arrangement would be that 
arrangement which is geared or which is organized to operate a 
large complex of integrated industrial equipment so as to 
deliver, keep that equipment running and to deliver its product 
t the people without getting stopped periodically and without 
one part of it getting balled up and gumming up the other part. 
In other words, in order not to have one, part impeding the 
“other part. In other words, it should be coordinated as a 
governmental structure so that when the chiefs of various branches 
decided to do a certain thing they could at least get it done. 

Mr. Brockway: That — like an engineering planning 
job. 

Mr. Hubbert: IT think it is necessary. After all, we are 
running machinery in this country. 

Mr. Brockway: How would you get your engineers into the 
position that they could do that job? 

Mr. Hubbert: When the country gets into a bad enough situa- 
tion, when it wants then, 

Mr. Brockway: When it wants them, how does it express that? 

Mr. Hubbert: When the people of the United States decide 
they want that sort of thing, I have no doubt they will take 


practical action for getting it. 
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Mr. Brockway: Through the ballot? 

Mr. Hubbert: Presumably. 

Mr. Brockway: You mean they will vote for engineers? 

Mr. Hubbert: They might vote for a constitutional amendment. 

Mr. Brockway: But not for enginners? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know. I mean you are going into 
questions I cannot answer. All I an saying is that our existing 
governmental structure is not doing a very good job of running 
an industrial complex. We know perfectly well that it is 
possible to have social organizations that could do a better 
job. It wuld not be done until the citizenry of the country, 
of the region concerned, becomes sufficiently interested in it, 
and when they do become sufficiently interested, I have no 
doubt whatever they will take proper steps and, what is more, it 
need not be drastic. It could be very simple. 

Mr. Brockways What would be the nature of the constitutional 
amendment that you mention? 

Mr. Hubbert: Simply the adoption of a new Constitution. 

Mr. Brockway: What would be the nature of the new Consti- 
tution? 

Mr. Hubbert: A Constitution compatable with the organization 
built along functional lines to operate equipment and distribute 
| goods. 


Mr. Dunaway: Do you think that the functions of the Govern- 
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ment should be limited to the operation of the industrial 
complex? 

Mr. Hubbert: Not at all. In the sense that I use that 
term, that is rather all-inclusive, industrial complex automtic- 
ally includes the people. In other words, I would like to 
see a government that has the power to do something rather 
than one that merely has the power to get itself stuck in 
Tanglefoot. 

‘Mr. Brockway: Tanglefoot with a capital"t"? 

Mr. Hubbert: Right. 

Mr. Dunaway: The government you would like to see would be 
a government with more power than the present one? 

Mr. Hubbert : Decidedly so; combine in the United States 
Government powers held by the big corporations. I am tremend- 
ously impressed with the example of the Government's fear of 
big corporations. I sometimes wonder who is more important, 
Standard Oil or the United States Government, for a perfectly 
good reason. A big corporation is a very effective organization, 
but it is not operating in the interest ordinarily of the 
citizenry. It is operating on entirely other criteria, so I 
would like to see the effectiveness of big corporations 

E into the actual operating structure----the effective- 
ness and power of big corporations —— into the structure 
of our national government. In other words, I would like to see 


We 
a Government that tryly represents the public on one side and 
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on the other side had the power to really get things done. 

‘Mr. Dunaway: I cannot imagine a government that has 
more power than our present Government which 1 had always 
understood had the ultimate power in the United States. 

Mr. Hubbert: It hasn't, not by a long sight. The United 
States Government cannot even work in a State without permis-~ 
. Sion. 

Mr. Brockway: They can take all of the boys out of the 
States though. 

Mr. Hubbert: They may do that but they go into the State 
for a large class of things with their REA their hand, and 
by invitation. What I am getting at is that our present 
United States Government does not have a great deal of power. 

Mr. Dunaway: What additional power could you give the 
United States Government that it now lacks? 

Mr. Hubbert: Give it the power to run all of the industrial 
equipment that is now run by so-called private industry or 
private corporations. I would give it the power to own the 
houses in Washington — of letting the landlords own them 
If you did that, you would not have a housing problem in 
Wesnineton. If the District of Columbia were owned by the 
United States Government, there would be a possibility of a 
modicum of competent administration. 

Mr. Dunaway: But couldn't the United States Government pur- 


chase the District of Columbia or all of the houses in it if the 
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people in the United States wanted the Government to do that? 

Mr. Hubbert: Could it? Well, yes, it could, I suppose, 
but nobody outside the District of Columbia is interested. 
I mean, as far as I see, it is irrelevant. 

Mr. Dunaway: Isn't that ina sense, at least, a rejection 
of government through a Congress, a duly elected Congress, 
representing the people as a whole and a government in which 
Congress has its staff which is, in effect, what the Federal 
employees are carrying out, that is, the wishes of Congress? 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, my only point is they are doing a very 
poor job. Either the wishes of Congress do not amount to much 
or the staff. I have never seen as badly an administered city 
as Washington and I have been in several cities. | 

Mr. Dunaway: Of course, the District of Columbia is a 
special problem. 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, and a very badly run one. 

Mr. Dunaway: So, it is not a good one to talk about 
because it is unique. 

Mr. Hubbert: I think it is an excellent one. 

Mr. Dunaway: It is unique in that there is no other commun= 
ity in the United States lixe it. 

Mr. Hubbert: And we hope there never will be. 

Mr. Dunaway: But 1 think we are getting into irrelevancy. 
I was struck by something you said a little earlier. You said 


that the Government of the future, in your view, in effect, would 


of Standard Oil and DuPont and various and sundry other corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. Brockway: Totalitarian, as a generic term, would 
cover the sort of government you are picturing? 

Mr. Hubbert: The term totalitarianism is very specific. 
It refers to types of government which exist in Germany and 
Italy. J 

Mr. Brockway: and Russia? 

Mr. Hubbert: Not Russia. The word “totalitarian", as 
used in common parlance, does no& include Russia, and that is 
exactly what has happened. You have got the ma jor corporations 
with dual entities. They become the government. Government 
officials and corporation officials are one and the same thing 
in Germany and Italy. 

Mr. Brockway: And they are not in Russia? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: There has sah. aant fusion of monetary--- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) It is not a monetary peeparation: 

Mr. Brockway: How do you distinguish the Russian system 
from the system you are picturing for the United States, or 
would they be very similar? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. So far as I know, they would be quite 
different. Of course, I speak partly in ignorance because I 


do not know a great deal about the existing structure in Russia 
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but the type of administration that I have in mind would certain- 
ly be a governmental administration which was directly tied to 
the operation of equipment and whose major objective would be 
operational and without any of the financial considerations 

that we have either at the present time, or, so far as I know, 

in Russia. Russia still operates on a finencial systen, 

I believe. In other words, they still have their state corpora- 
tions. I have read very little about Russia, and I Speak con- 
siderably out of ignorance. 

Mr. Brockway: You would not have state corporations here? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: How would you run the oil business in this 
country under the plan you are describing? | 

Mr. Hubbert:..:Simply have the oil division of the govern- 
ment in charge of it. 

Mr. Brockway: How would that be distinguished from a 
corporation, a Russian corporation? 

Mr. Hubbert: That I do not know, because I do not know 
exactly how a Russian corporation works. Anyhow, the oil 
industry in this country is the best integrated major industry 
we have now. It is far superior to coal, for example, but 
that integration that they have already achieved is all in 
that direction, but instead of it being run by a series of 
corporations acting as rather large states in themselves, I 


Simply visualize combining the entire ‘operation into a branch 


of the Government. 

Mr. Brockway: How would you mediate between different 
branches running a competing industry, say, the coal and the 
oil businesses? 

Mr. Hubbert: There would not be any competing. That is 
‘exactly what I am interested in getting away from, that is, 
competition. There is no competition inside any major 
operating unit that owns a number of things like that. It 
is a matter of allocation, whether coal is better or oil is 
better for this job; if shipping and hauling -distances are 
farther; the policy with regard to conservation. We have several 
times as much coal as we have oil reserve, and questions of 
ma jor policy would be: What are we going to do with the oil? 
Shall we burn it up at this rate? Should we limit it only to 
these special uses, use coal for something else? Those are 
not business problems. 

Mr. Brockway: You get into some political decisions 
near the top, don't you? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not think so. 

Mr. Brockway: So whether the standard of living ought 
to include some of the silly things that the American advertis- 
ing puts over on us or whether we should have a fairly sober 
life that allowed no part of — national income to go into 
liquor making, for example---- 


Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) They might be political in that 


broad sense, in the sense of whether your policies that are 
adopted are popular, are liked popularly or not liked popularly, 
if the decision was made that had a popular adverse reaction, 
you might call that a political consideration. 

Mr. Brockway: Would that be determined by the same technic- 
ians, or would you have ===- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) There are excellent ways of 
determining that, just the same way the manufacturer now judges 
whethey a thing is popular or not. A manufacturer puts out 
an automobile end he has some very sensitive ways of kn owing that 
car is going over or not, and I can say we have bery accurate 
ways of determining that right now. 

Mr. Brockway: Give the people what they want, that would 
be the job of the Government? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, within the framework of the resources 
and of séra industrial requirements, and furthermore it is 
perfectly easy to satisfy human wants, extremely easy, once 
you pass the subsistence level. 

Mr. Brockway: Has anyone else any questions on this line? 

Mr. Dunaway: May I ask two questions? 

Would the group of technicians in your plan be elected 
technicians by the broadest possible suffrage? 

Mr. Hubbert: Before I answer that question, permit me to 
make this insertion into the record, that this entire dissussion 


for the last half hour or more pertains to a hypothetical 
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Social question which does not exist other than the speculation 

of various individuals, so when you say "my structure" end 

that kind of thing, what you are really talking about is broadly 
the type of thinking that I have done about ———— ways of 
solving existing problems. Beyond that, we are not talking 

about my structure or anybody's structure. We are simply 
discussing what you might call possible designs of social structures 
to fit in with American problems, and I would like that clearly | 
understood. 

New, your question was what? 

Mr. Dunaway: Does what you eave said here today reflect 
your. views? 

Mr. Hubbert: It reflects some thinking that I have done, 
yes. And as far as I know, thinking is not yet illegal. 

Mr. Dunaway: That is all. 

Mr. Lowrie: I would like to kmow if you could give me a 
little better explanation of the reasons for not being willing 
to describe the character of the group, as such, aside from your 
individual views? 

Mr. Hubbert: I can tell you very simply. I happen to be 
called up here this morning on some very obscure charges. None- 
theless, those — happen to involve my personal reputation 
and my professional career. Now, that happens to be very serious 
to me, if it isn't to anybody slse. I am being cross-examined 


here by a group of people. What will be done with what I am 


saying, I haven't the remotest idea. [&t this point two sentences 
in stenotype report are garbled. Mr. Hubbert does not remember 
what was said./ Actually, there have been no charges made 
against me. There aren't any charges against me now, nor never 
have been. 

The charges that are being made and the discussion of this 
group is entirely directed toward a corporation of the State 
of New York. That investigation or that kind of investiga- 
tion has never been made through direct legal channels. Now, 
if action is going to be taken---- The Civil Service Commis~ 
sion has arbitrarily issued an order, action has already been 
taken, in a sense, that involves me in the manner indicated. 
That is a very serious performance, and since it is a legal 
operation, I want the legality of it understood; and if that 
aspect of things is going to be---=- In other words, if charges 
are going to be made against Technocracy, Incorporated, those 
charges must be made through proper channels and with the 
proper legal formalities, and that has not been done. 

Mr. Lowrie: We will confine it to a very much more limited 
question. We have a Civil Service body that has made a finding. 
We have to determine what we shall do. 

Mr. Hubbert: All right, that is O. K. 

Mr. Lowrie: So, we are trying to get from you enough about 
these charges that have been made in order to make a determination. 
We have nat the tine to investigate Technocracy; 30, we are 


trying to find out from you what is the basis of the finding 


made by the Commission. 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I should say that----or perhaps I had 
better go back further and say, I do not know what the finding 
made by the Commission is. I wish they would enlighten me. 
Until I know and until charges are preferred, I am in the dark. 
If the Civil Service Commission would prefer charges, then I 
would have something to go on. As it is now, I have nothing 
whatever. In other words, the Civil Service Commission says 
I belong to a corporation, which corporation the Civil Service 
Commission somehow or another disapproves of. That is the 
gist of the whole business. So if that is the charge, the 
plea is guilty. I belong to that organization, and I am going 
to remain. 

Mr. Brockway: I would like to ask one or two more ques- 
tions. Do you feel that in any period in this future trend that 
you see it might be advisable for a group that had a clear idea 
of what to do.to seize power? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. ‘Brockway: '` You disagree then with Technocracy's 
suggestion that at some point it might be desirable to start 
in by a coup d'etat? 

Mr. Hubbert: Technocracy has never made any suggestion 
of any kind anywhere like that. If that is the charge, that 


will have to be sustained in court, and it cannot be done. 


Mr. Brockway: That is your owmn---~. We are not talking about 
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Technocracy. 

Mr. Hubbert: But your statement included a statement or 
imputed to an organization a position which that organization 
has never taken. 

Mr. Brockway: It ought to be in the record he states it 
never---- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) All right. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you reject the fundamental tenet of 
democracy that men are equal? | l 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, if that be the fundamental tenet of 


democracy, I say I reject that flatly. 
[Statement about war objectives by Mr. Dunaway omitted/ 


I would like to say this on the record, that I have had 
a fair amount of contacts with various Government investigators 
around here investigating my colleagues. Now, I have been under 
the impression that our colleague was Russia in the war and 
that our enemy was the fascist nations. Out of some dozen or 
fifteen Civil Service examiners that I have talked to, all but 
one have solicitously inquired whether the person being investi- 
gated had Communistic tendencies or leanings. Only one has ever 
asked whether the person had fascist leanings or tendencies, 
so that makes me wonder which side we are fighting on after that 
experience. I am not sure. I thought we were fighting on the 
side of Russia, but 1 sometimes wonder. 

Mr. Brockway: T think we have still an area to cover, and 


that is perhaps a little more---- 
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Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) Before we go on to another 
area, I too have a letter from the Civil Service and mine does 
go on the record. Here is a letter dated June 13, 1939, from 
the United States Civil Service Commission. It is to Mr. C. x. 
Duryee, Clerks Box, United States Post Office, Pasadena, California. 
"Dear Mr. Duryee: 

"Reference is made to your letter of April 21, 1939, 
regarding your interest in an organization known as Technocracy, 
Incorporated. It is noted you — whether or not it 
is permissible for you to participate in the following activi- 
ties of the organization: | 

"1. Answer questions at their local meetings; 

"2. Contribute money to their various funds; 

"3. Bean officer in the organization; 

“4. Give public lectures; 

"5. Write articles concerning it; 

"6. Inscribe its symbol on your car. 

"After careful consideration of the matter, the Commission 
does not believe, judging from the printed information issued 
by Technocracy, Incorporated, that the above mentioned activities 
in which you wish to participate in connection with your interest 
in that organization would be a violation of section 1 of Civil 
Service Rule I, as it is understood that Technocracy, Incorporated 
is not a political organization. However, in engaging in any 


activity in connection with any organization, employees in the 
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classified service must avoid A embroiled in political 
issues or commiting any act which, of itself, would constitute 
a violation of the political activity rule. 

“For your information, there is enclosed a copy of the 
political activity ci reular, Form 1236. 

"By direction of the Commission 

"Very respectfully, 
"William C. Hull, 
“Executive Assistant.” 

Mr. Brockway: The area that I had in mind was a little 
more information on your comection with Technocracy, Incorporated, 
and the role you play in it. You have indicated that you 
had a good deal to do with getting Mr. Scott to nove in the 
direction of forming Technocracy, Incorporated, in the early 
30's. 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Brockway : You have been a member since then? 

Mre Hubberts I have been a member since the corporation 
was formed, that is right. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you held any office in the organization? 

Mr. Hubbert: | Yes, I am secretary. 

Mr. Brockway: How did you get that position? 

Mr. Hubbert: I was a founding member. I was a member of 


the Board of Governors that founded the organization. 


Mr. Brockway: You would not want to say how the Boa rd of 
Governors was chosen? 

Mr. Hubbert: It was chosen=--- The Board of Governors 
founded the organization. 

Mr. Brockway: So they chose themselves? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. They were the officials 
of an organization. They were the only members. 

Mr. Brockway: How is the Board of Governors chosen now, 
would you care to say that? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember + 

Mr. Broda: You do not know--- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) That is in the by-laws which 


are obtainable in the State of New York. 
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Mr. Brockway: Have you ever voted for members, for officers 


of this organization? 

Mr. Hubbert: Not in the sense of a formal election. My 
advice has been given with regard to officers. 

Mr. Brockway: Whom did you advise? 

Mr. Hubbert: The Board of —— 

Mr. Brockway: And the Board of Governors appoints the 
officers? 


Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 


Mr. Brockway: You do not know what the length of your term 


is as secretary? Is it yearly or for life? 


Mr. Hubbert; It is indefinite. 
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Mr. Brockway: It is indefinite? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, until the Board of Governors decides 
they want a new secretary. 

Mr. Brockway: Are you on the Board of Governors? 

Mr. Hubbert: I was, yes. 

Mr. Brockway:. You are not now? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know whether I am or not. 

Mr. Brockway: The Board of Governors never meets? 

Mr. Hubbert : Yes, it meets. 

Mr. Brockway: But you have not attended a meeting since 
the war began? 

Mr. Hubbert : Yes, I have attended meetings since the war 
began. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you had any strong disagreement with 
the Board of Governors on any issue? 

Mr. Hubbert: Occasionally. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you lost out in those disagreements? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. | 

Mr. Brodway: So that your view has prevailed pretty much? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I would not say that; I would say that 
I am very much interested in the organization and my view 
prevails to the extent that I would rather be in than out. 
I could resign any day that I want to. I can be thrown out 
any day. 


Mr. Brockway: By the Board of Governors? 


44. 


Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Mr. Brockway: Who are not elected? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you pay dues? 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I Suppose=-- I do not know whether 
I have or not. I have donated perhaps several hundred 
dollars but I do not think I have pid formal dues. 

Mre. Brockway: Several hundred dollars over these--- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) Over these last ten years or 
so. I do niet know whether that would show on the books as 
dues. I would say my financial contributions are somewhat 
in excess of what my dues would have been. 

Mr. Brockway: Of course, your position is a little differ- 
ent from the — member, isn't it, since you were one of 
the founding fathers? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, that is right; that is right. 

Mr. Brockway: I suppose you would not want to answer the 
question whether the democratic principle of elections prevails 
or whether that is based pretty much on the leadership principle? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I do not think I do. I think again you 
are going into organization matters which I do not think are 
appropriate to this occasion. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you have any further questions in connection 
with this discussion? 


Mre Dunaway: Do you care to say whether there have been 
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any other offices or activities in which you have engaged for 
Technocracy Incorporated? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, I have written a few odds and ends 
for the literature of the organization; a study on menhours, 
a study of technological unemployment or employment as you 
like. I wrote another paper once on thermodynamic method of 
house heating. I wrote a book review of a book by Wilcox 
on agrobiology, and there may be a few other odds and ends. 

Mr. Dunaway: Have you lectured for the organization or 
spoken in public meetings? 

Mr. Hubbert: On occasions. 

Mr. Dunaway: When was the last occasion, approximately? 

Mr. Hubbert: A couple of years ago, maybe. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you solicited for new members? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you attempted to persuade anyone, 
anybody to join? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: Does anybody do that in the organization? 

Mr. Hubbert: I suppose it is done, but it is not a PE 
organization policy. In other words, it takes two things to 
have a menber join the organization: one is the consent of the 
member and the other is the consent of the organization. In 
this case, both are required. 


Mr. Dunaway: Has your relationship to the organization 
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changed in any way since you became a Federal employee? 

Mr. Hubbert: Not formally, no. It has changed to the 
extent that I have only been in New York two or three times 
in the last year, but when I was in New York I never worked 
for the organization. I mean my relations were atively tnat 
of a citizen of New York who once in a couple of weeks or so © 
was called to headquarters for consultation about something 
or another. I have never been an employee of the organization. 
My work is entirely voluntary. My relationship with the 
organization is the same as my connection with the Methodist 
Church. They collect money. It is a voluntary organization 
and I am a member entirely on my own. 

Mr. Dunaway: My question was directed more to what, if 
any changes have been made since you have been a Federal 
employee? 

Mr. Hubbert: To this extent: Wien twas in New York, 
' I would give a lecture occasionally. Since I have been a Federal 
employee, I have not. When I was in New York, I did some writing. 
Since I have been a Federal employee, I have not. In other words, 
my association with the corporation since I have been a Federal 
employee has been practically nil. 

Mr. Dunaway: Is the office of secretary a nominal office? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. It is an actual office. It involves 
keeping certain records and signing certain papers. 


Mr. Dunaway: You have discharged the duties of that office 


since you have been a Federal employee? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. I occasionally receive papers to sign. 
If you wonder what the duties of that office involve, they 
involve signing bank accounts, statements, or once in a while 
a section charter and a few odds and ends of that sort, plus 
consultation on more serious matters once in a while by mail, 
sometimes in person if I happen to be in New York. 

Mr. Brockway: Does that reference to banking addsoate 
you also perform as if you were treasurer? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. Our bank accounts all require double 
or triple —— and I am one of the signatories in setting 
up bank accounts. | 

Mir. Brockway: But you charter new chapters? 

Mr. Hubbert: As secretary of the corporation I signa 
charter for a new section. It is a standard form on which I put 
my name at the bottom of the page saying "XYZ Section has been 
authorized." 

-Mr. Brockway: Is that done by you, the authorization, or 
is that done by a vote of the Board of Governors. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is just a formality. It is done by 
the Board of Governors. I simply sign the piece of paper. 

Mr. Brockway: Are there any further questions, Mr. Lowrie, 
in relation to the organization or its activities? 

Mr. Lowries I understood you are unwilling to state the 


number of members or how many sections there are? 
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Mr. Hubbert: I am both unwilling and unable. Perhaps 
the answer that would satisfy you the most is that. I do not 
know, but if I did know I would still be unwilling because 
that is, again, going into matters that I do not think involves 
or concerns this inquiry. That information cen be obtained 
through proper channels. My point is that this is not the 
proper channel. 

Mr. Brockway: Would you say whether, in your om view, 
you have engaged in — subversive or un-American activities? 

Mr. Hubbert: Never. | 

Mr. Brockway: While a Federal employee? 

Mr. Hubbert: Never then or any other'time. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you engaged in any activities which, 
in any way, would impede the prosecution of ihe wr? 

Mr. Hubbert: Not the slightest. 

ur. Brockway: Would you like to say anything about your 
attitude toward the war? 

Mr. Hubberts It seems almost superfluous. The only thing, 
if we are getting back now to myself, my personal history 
involves, on both sides of my family, pioneer Americans dating 
back to about the 17th Century, and they have been pioneers 
from the beginning- They went West and took the country away 
from the Indians, so I am simply a native American and exercis- 
ing the right of an American to be both intelligent and vocal. 


My dominant concern, and only concern now or ever has been, is 
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for the welfare of my own country. At the present moment, I 
have no interest other than getting this war over and for 
its successful conclusion. Aside from that my interest is in 
the internal well-being of our country. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you written anything which would indi- 
cate what your views of the war — 

Mr. Hubbert: I have never written anything about the 
war. I have not written anything since the war started. 

Mr. Brockway: You read the pamphlet "Total MoWilization", 
I believe? | 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Brockway: Is there any indication in that pamphlet--- 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) I say I have read it; I have 
seen it. I have glanced at it hastily. I do not know what is 
in it. 

Mr. Brockway: You did not write it? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. 

Mr. Brockway: Is there any implication in that that we 
will go from total mobilization to a new system in which--= : 

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) No, I do not think so. That 
program, as I have read it, very explicitly states that this 
proposal is strictly a war proposal. The date of its cessation is 
given as the end of the war, and then we are right back where we 
started off. I think they even used the words “put in cold 


storage" our present business structure for the duration. 
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"A quick freeze", perhaps was the: tern they used, and all bank 
accounts start in precisely where they were left off when the 
war ta ower I believe that is very explicitly stated in that 
pamphlet. 

Mr. Brockway: Then, you go back to normalcy? 

Mr. Hubbert:* As far as you can after a war. In — 
words, we cannot go back to where we were but as close as can 
be. | 

Mr. Brockway: Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Dunaway: T think it would be helpful to have some more 
information about your career and qualifications and so forth, 
if you would like to make a sort of general datant on that. 

Mr. Hubbert: -Yes, I would be — to. 

Mr. Dunaway: Incidentally, while you are making that 
statement, I personally would like to know about the five or 
six other organizations that you said you also belonged to. 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, I would be glad to give you a list of 
those. I ama member of the American Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineers. I ama Fellow of the Geological Society 
of America; a member of the American Statistical Association. 
I am a member of the American Geophysical Union; a member of 
the Eastern Section of the Seismological Society of America. 

I ama past member of the National Research Council, and I 
suppose I might add the Methodist Church. 


Mr. Dunaway: I think that is very pertinent. Are you a 


member of any other organizations? 

Mr. Hubbert: That is just atout the list. If not, I have 
forgotten them. I mean, 1 would not swear I have not skipped 
one somewhere. 

Mr. Dunaway: If you have forgotten one, would it be of 
the same general nature as the ones that you have given? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Dunaway: You were going to give — sort of a 
general statement about yourself, your education, training, 
and experience. 

Mr. Hubbert: I am from pioneer American ancestry. My. 
immediate forebears helped take the country away from the 
Indians, moving progressively westward. I was born in central 
Texas, San Saba County, October 5, 1903. 

Aside from local high school, I attended college two 
years in Weatherford College, Weatherford, Texas; the same 
school that Congressman Lanham attended, who used to be a 
“friend of mine. 1 went from there to the University of 
Chicago, and I attended the University of Chicago from about 
January, 1924, until December, 1930, with the exception of one 
year, when I worked for an oil company in Texas. | 

Mr. Dunaway: Did you have advanced degrees? 

Mr. dubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Dunaway: You did not indicate, or at least I did not 


hear that. 
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Mr. Hubbert: No, I have not indicated. My training 
is primarily in physical science. 

Mre Dunaway: I would like the record to show your degrees. 

Mr. Hubbert: Degrees: The — that I have are . 
Bachelor of Science, Master of Science, and Ph.D., all from 
the University of Chicago. 

My training is in the broad field of physical science. 
That includes chemistry, mathematics, physics and Farer 
I have taught geology and geophysics for a total of about 12 
years in the University of Chicago and Columbia University. 

Mr. Dunaway: What rank ard yeu have at Columbia when you 
left the teaching profession? 

Mr. Hubbert: tustructer; witch is why I left. 

I have published something like 300 pages of scientific 
material in rather a variety of fields and a certain miscellany 
of things in social phenomena, one of which is an article con- 
tained in the Advanced Management, about September, 1941. 

Mr. Brockway: Did you ever have any training in economics? 

Mr. Hubbert: Formally, no; actually, yes. I have read an 
enormous amount of economic theory and have a rather wide 
acquaintance with people interested in that sort of thing. 

Mr. Brockway: And a considerable part of your writing has 
been in that field? 

Mr. Hubbert: No, I would not say that. I would say it 


has been in social phenomena. The distinction is important. 
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In other words, economics is a particular mode of analysis 
of social phenomena. My method of analysis is distinctly not 
economics in the orthodox and conventional sense. 

Mr. Brockway: All the subject matter is that which is 
generally handled by economists? 

Mr. Hubbert: Subject matter--- I have gone somewhat into 
monetary theory, forced into it from the approach of "Why 
did machinery shut down; why did men go into the bieaditnes 
under certain conditions", but formal training in economics, 
no. 

Mr. Dunaway: Can the record show some of the publications 
- you have written for? | 

Mr. Hubbert: The publications I have written for? 

Mr. Brockway: If you will give the name of the — 
and date. 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, here is an article the title of which 
is "Economic Transition and its Human Consequences", published 
in Advanced Management for July - September, 1941. This is the 
official journal of the Society for the Advancement of Mena gé- 
ment. This particular paper was prepared originally as a memo- 
randum for Morris L. Cook of the OPM who decided to have it 
printed. It was Mr. Cook who decided to have this paper printed, 
Iwas informed later. The editor who published it was Mr. 
Ordway Tead of Harpers. 


Mr. Dunaway: Ordway Tead is Chairman of the New York City 


- Board of Education? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. In other words, I wrote this as a 
private memorandum for Mr. Cook. It was given to him in response 
to certain questions he asked me, certain information he wanted. 
He read it over several times and wrote back he had decided to 
have it printed, and there it is. 

Mr. Dunaway: May I ask you one — question about it? 

Mr. Hubbert? Yes. 

Mr. Dunaway: To what extent does this article reflect your 
general views or, putting the question again, suppose — 
wanted to learn what your general views are, would this indicate 
them? 

Mr. Hubbert: That article is the epitomy6t some very . 
important work I have done. | 

‘Mr. Dunaway: Could a man who read this article form a 
judgment as to what your views were? 

Mr. Hubbert: I certainly did not write that article with 
my fingers crossed. When I sign a piece of paper, I mean it. 
That goes for the record. I do not write things I do not 
believe. Now, if I make a mistake and somebody can show me 
I have made a mistake, I am the first person in the world to 
retract it. 

Mr. Dunaway: How good a picture would one get from this 


article of your general views of the subjects with which it is 


concerned? Or does it reflect only a small portion of your views? 
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Mr. Hubbert: It reflects only a small portion of my 
views. After all, I have numerous views on numerous subjects, 
but that reflects some of my best thinking on a particular 
problem. | 

Here is another article of a somewhat journalistic nature 
called "Future Ore Supply and Geophysical Prospecting", written 
at the request of the editor of the Engineering and liad ne 
Journal, published in January, 1934. This portais te the 
exhaustability of metal resources and some of the implications 
of that fact. | | 

Here is another paper by myself and Professor Frank A. 
Melton of the University of Oklahoma, the title of which is 
"Gravity Anomalies and Petroleum Explorations by the Gravitational 
Pendulum". This pertains to certain methods of locating oil. 

That was published by the American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists. 

Here is another paper entitled "Theory of Scale Models 

as Applied — the Study of Geologic Structures", published by the 
desiotan] Society of America in 1937. This paper contains 
far more than I can tell you. 

Here is still another paper called "The mieory.of Ground- 
Water Motion", published by the Journal of Geology, in 1940. 
This is 159 pages of very technical material. 


Here is still another one entitled “The Place of Geophysics 


in a Department of Geology", published by the American Institute 
of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers,in 1938. This is dealing 
with a very important educational problem, technical education. 

Here is a paper entitled "Isostasy - A Critical Review", 
published by myself and F. A. Melton, in 1930, by the Journal 
of Geology. 

Here is still another paper which is entitled "The Results 
of Earth Resistivity - A Survey on Various Geologic Structures 
in Illinois", published by the American Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers, in 1932. As part of this record, 
I might interpose right here that for a period of seven or 
eight years I was in charge of geophysical explorations for the 
State of Illinois. Some of that work is just now being 
published by our United States Geological Survey. It is in the 


press right now and is a major publication, a professional 


* 
papere . 


Here is another paper entitled "A Suggestion for the 
Simplification of Fault Descriptions", published by the Journal 
of Geology in’1927. 

Here is another paper entitled “Location of Faults in 
Hardin County, Illinois, by the Earth Resistivity Method", 
published by the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers, in 1934. 

Here is a paper entitled “Electrical Profiles in Gaps in 


New Jersey Trap.Ridges", published by the American Journal of 
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Science, in 1934. 

There may be some more that I haven't got here, and I 
think there are. 

Mr. Dunaway: But they are of this general nature? 

Mr. Hubbert: That plus a few of these odds and ends 
I mentioned earlier that I had written for Technocracy that I 
do not have copies of. One is entitled "“Manhours - a Declining | 
Quantity." Another, I believe, was entitled "Determining the 
Most Probable". A third was entitled ‘iiepacdyuaidic Method 
of Heating." 

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to say a few words about 
your activities with the Board, what field you have been cover~ 
ing and what are your. chief contributions? 

Mr. Hubbert: I think Dr. Gould is the person who is 
more qualified to say that than I amas Dr. Gould is my 
supe rvisor. . | 

Dr. Goulds I think you had better make the statement, 
and I will check it and: correct you if you are wrong. This 
is your record. 

Mr. Hubbert: All right. I have been in charge of certain 
studies in mineral. resources and — geology When I came 
to the Board, I was supposed to be in charge of that sort of 
study for the British Empire. That was about the time the Board 
was undergoing a reorganization which happened about every two 


weeks, but that setup did not materialize, we only talked about 
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it and then we became the United Nations. I was then in the 
inene and Metals Unit of the United Nations Division in 
which my unit made mineral investigations in-.various parts 
of the world, mostly at direct Army requests. — 

At the present time, after a new reorganization my unit 
is called the Minerals and Fuels Unit of the Supply and 
Resources Division, and again we are studying the resources of 
various parts of the world, mostly on specific — 
with more general studies as backgrcund, but the actual working 
reports. are by specific request. | 

Mr. Brockway: Who makes those assignments? 

Mr. Hubbert* They come through the peitiac roii of the 
office. | . 

Mr. Brockway: You do not originate the projects? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. We doa lot of the background work. 

Dre Gould: I may say that all of the work that Mr. Hubbert 
has done has been studies which ware requested by the military 
forces, particularly the Service of Supply, for the purpose of 
determining the availability of fuels and minerals, particularly 
with reference to building materials which might be available 
in areas where our troops are located in order to reduce the 
need of shipping from this country — bulky commodities. 

That required an individual who had a pretty thorough knowledge, 
not only of geology but a familiarity with the processing of 


some of these materials, the techniques of processing, and the 


industrial uses of these materials in order to determine their 
suitability for the armed forces! purposes. 

I should add, though, that more recently; at the request 
of Mr. Stone, we are helping out the reoccupation division, 
particularly with reference to the types of minerals and 
fuels that would be needed in Greece and in Italy in the event 
of occupation. Both are very important studies, as to where - 
those materials would come from, the nearest possible source 
and the amounts that would be available. 

I should say, with reference to the previous work, that 
— have received letters of commendation from the Army 
_ Engineers Corps as to the usefulness and value they have been 
able to get from the reports which Mr. Hubbert prepared on 
fuel resources and building material available in other areas. 
They actually use the reports directly in their work. 

Mr. Brockway: They implied or stated they are of high 
quality? 

Dr. Gould: Absolutely. They said they were so good that 
instead of reworking it themselves they have incorporated it in 
their handbooks, and they sent me a sample of how it was 
incorporated in their handbooks. I showed you that. 

Mr. Dunaway: Yes. I saw that handbook and I can verify 
that the report was incorporated with perhaps a word or two 
changed here and there. It was a verbatim report in a publica- 


tion of the Army for field use with credit given to the Board 
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of Economic Warfare. 

Mr. Brockway: Would you care to say a few words on the 
effect of your operations in case you lose Mr. Hubbert's 
services? 

Dr. Gould: If we lose Mr. hubbert's services, our present 
Minerals and Fuels Unit is practically shot to pieces because 
Mr. Straley, who is a colleague of Mr. Hubbert and who has 
been working under the direction of Mr. Hubbert, has Meee 
loaned to the Oil Division for a survey of asphalt deposits 
in Cuba. We do not know when he will be coming back, and, 
aside from Mr. Hubbert, we do not have anybody else trained 
l in this particular field to do this particular type of work. 
We have a young man who has come in ay Grade P-1. 

Mr. Brockway: Would you have difficulty in replacing 
Mr. Hubbert? 

Dr. Goulds I would say "Yes, with a person of his train- 
ing and general broad vi ew of industrial processes and relation 
of mineral resources to industrial processes in case of rehabili- . 
tation in areas that have been occupied, it Would be difficult 
xo get a person of that sort." 

I think you can see from the writings that Mr. Hubbert has 
indicated that he has completed, that his interest is varied 
but it is definitely in the field of the physical sciences, 
particularly in the field of geology. 


Nr. Brockway: Have you had any reason to think that his 
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outside activities have interfered with his work? 

Dr. Gould: No reason at all. In fact, I did not know 
about his outside activities until this came up. To my know- 
ledge, he has never discussed the implications of Technocracy 
or even the word “technocracy" or the existence of the 
organization, end, to my own knowledge and to the knowledge of 
the people in the shop, I did not know anything about it until 
this question came up.. I think I am telling you all that 
I know about that. | 

Mr. Hubbert came to me highly recommended by Oscar 
Kiessling, a minéral ieconomist who was at one time with the 
Bureau of Mines and later in charge of the statistics of 
mining and quarrying of the Bureau of Census. He want ed very 
much to hire Mr. Hubbert himself, but he did not have budget 
enough, and he said “he would be more useful to you now you 
are concerned with the uses of resources in the war effort", 
and at that time I believe Mr. Hubbert was on the staff of 
the Bureau of Standards. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. 

Dr. Gould: I asked for his transfer from the Bureau of 
Standards, ware he was not doing anything directly related 
to the effort of the war, to our office, so we could use him. 

Mr. Brockway: Have you asked for a promotion for him 
or reclassification? 


Dr. Gould: Definitely. I have put in some papers recommend- 
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ing Mr. Hubbert for reclassification as chief of the Fuels 
and Minerals Unit in the Supply and Resources Division. I 
did that sane time ago. 

Mr. Brockway: On the basis of-- 

Dr. Gould; (Interposing) On the basis of his work and also 
on the basis of his ability to work well with others and to 
help train people who have not got the background that he has. 

Mr. Brockway: Have vou any further suggestions? 

Would you like to make any further remarks for the record? 

You have some misgivings about this whole procedure? | 

Mr. Hubbert: No. As I told Mr. Stone yesterday, I think 
this is the only honest and inveviizent thia todo. This 
charge has come over. You —* have to do something about 
it, and what you do about it is up to you and not up to me. 

My record is absolutely in the clear. I plead guilty to 
being an intelligent citizen of the United States and to having 
done a considerable amount of thinking and to having a tremend- 
ous interest in our social well being now and in the future. 

Dr. Gould: Why do you suppose that the Civil Service 
Commission should suddenly decide that the organization is not 
desirable when there is a record, as you have indicated, that 
they have been cleared, or at least some of their people have 
been told the organization is all right and they have so many 
people working for the Government? 


Mr. Hubbert: Since yesterday, I have talked to same of the 
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better informed people in the Government and told them what was 
upe Their first reaction was that I was kidding them, that it 
was just incredible, - I mean people who have known me for. 
years. When I convinced them I was not kidding then, they 
went into a considerable amount of mental stew as to what was 
up and between comparing notes, here is the best we can make 
of it; Some of these dumb investigators of the Civil Service 
Commission got hold of this pile of stuff, that it had not 
gotten any higher than a third of the way up the ladder; the Civil 
Service, as such, does not know anything about this mtter, and 
' these boys who have to keep busy, like the rest of us, are just 
trying to make a job for thewselves ‘ana figure they have got some- 
thing they can get excited about. That is the only sense we can 
mike out of it, and if that be the case, why, it can be easily 
handled by appeal. | . 

The only other alternative is that there is some kind of 
political maneuver under foot that we do not know about, and, 
so far, thers isn't the slightest evidence that is the case. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you have any indication that the Govern- 
ment has been investigating Technocracy, Incorporated? 

Mr. Hubbert: No. We have Government officials in our 
New York office practically every day or every few days after 
information. That office has been continuously cooperating with 
officers of the Navy and the Army and various civilian officials, 


particularly the Intelligence branches have beem there continuously 
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right along. Our relations with the United States Government 
have been always of the utmost cooperation. 

Mr. Brockway: They come to you for information, technical 
information? 

Mr. Hubbert: There is a considerable amount of correspondence 
in the files of this Board with our headquarters office, the New 
York office. 

Dr. Gould: Board of Economic Warfare? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Mr. Dunaway: Would you indicate the type of informa tion? 

Mr. Hubbert: All sorts and kinds. 

Mr. Dunaway: Can you illustrate? 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I cannot be speciric because I iav 
only seen the generalities. After all, the amount of time I 
have spent on those is extremely small, but I happen to know this 
has been going on; but there is information on the industrial 
capacities of certain foreign countries that is hard to get 
dope on. The Navy was very much interested in trying to solve 
some of our own domestic problems in production and distribution 
of required materials back before the days of WPB, and we gave 
them a lct of ideas on how to handle large nation-wide indus- 
‘trial problems which went into Navy use because I have seen 
copies of it on their paper. 

Dr. Gould: Who inpontigated you? You said you had about 


a two-hour session with the Civil Service Commission. 
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Mr. Hubbert: A chap by the name of Burnett was the 
principal one, an ex-insurance salesman. There was a young 
fellow by the name of Lowe who was of the nature of an observer 
in this cross-examination who impressed me as an extraordinarily 
decent and intelligent person. He is now in Naval Intelligence, | 
and is not over there anymore. So that is all I can make of it. 

Mr. Brockway: Do you have any other questions? 

Mr. Lowrie: That is really what I have been trying to get 
at, what the nature of this thing really was. 

Mr. Hubbert: That is the best I can find out in talking 
with friends of mine who know the inner workings of the Govern- 
ment fairly well and who know me. ~ 

Mr. Brockways You would be surprised if it was learned 
or if it was true that the Department of Justice hadn't: any 
real information on the organization? | 

Mr. Hubbert: Well, this might interest sou that connec- 
tion. When this routine investigation started, the same as it 
does for everybody, they’ called at headquarters office 
in New York to make inquiries about me. At that time, there 
was & Civil Service man there and a Department of Justice man. 
That is the first instance I know of, of the beginning of the inquiry. 

Dr. Gould: When was that? 

Mr. Hubbert: About a year ago. 


Dr. Gould: About the time you came with this department, 
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or a little before? 

Mr. Hubbert: That was early summer. 

Dr. Gould: That wasn't after you came here? 

Mr. Hubbert : Yes, I am sure it was. The Department of 
Justice dropped out and has never been heard of since, and the 
Civil Service boys: have been very busy up until last August, 
which was the last I heard of them until this thing popped 
up- In other words, I cooperated far more fully with them than , 
I have with you gentlemen in regard to the organization. I 
subsequently regret having done so. I think it was unwise, 
but I did, and I submitted them large piles of publications 
and that sort of thing from the organization which they have. 

Mr. Brockway: What was the date of that interview with 
the Civil Service Commission? 


Mr. Hubbert: About August. I do not remember the exact 


Mr. Brockway: That is about five months after you came 
into the Board? = | 

Mr. Hubbert: That is something like five months, and 
something like nine months ago, so this thing has ‘been absolutely 
quiescent. I might remark they have a handwritten manuscript of 
mine which has a thousand dollars worth of work in it, and I am 
going to get that manuscript away from Civil Service, or we are 


going to have some fun. They were particularly interested in 


what I had been doing the past year, and I had been writing. 
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I have left it alone because I wanted some kind of decision as 
to what was up, and this is the first word I have had. 

Mr. Dunaway: What is the nature of the manuscript? 

Mr. Hubbert: Something like the thickness of one of these 
pepers here. 

Mr. Dunaway: Is it ona scientific subject? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. 

Dr. Gould: What subject? 

Mr. Hubbert: Hydrodynamics is what it is about, and 
it particularly related to the production of oil, petroleum 
engineering. 

Dr. Gould: Mr. Hubbert's training is very valuable for 
us, because we have to attempt to determine the capacity of 
certain areas to do certain things, and thet is completely an 
analytical study. We do not go into the monetary depects, ` 
political or social programs. We discuss the physical possi- 
_ bilities of that area to do certain physical things for the 
armed forces, and you cannot get all economists to do that 
because of their training, but ‘you do have to have somebody 
with ea scientific background, and when I talked with people 
about Mr. Hubbert when he was coming with the Board, I geried 
them regarding his ability to do the job, first; his ability 
to get along with people, second; and his ability to train 
others. I assumed that all other background material an 


investigator would have to find out. 


Mr. Dunaway: Does your application form that you submitted 


show membership in Technocracy, Incorporated, or does it con- 
tain any reference to it? 

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember whether it does or not; 

I have filled out so many forms. I know it has been on some 
things and on others it hasn't, but it just depends on how 
much space you have got. Sometimes you have two thes to put 
that all down. 

Mr. Dunaway: Do you.remember informing the Civil Service 
Commission at some place on the pone that you were a member? 

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. — although Dr. Gould — 
forgotten it, the same information was contained on a memo- 
randum I wrote to him in response to a request for personal 
data — the reorganization was going one . 

Dr. Gould: Yes, that was given to the personnel division. 

Mr. Hubbert: And that was on that. 

Dr. Gould: Yes. 

Mr. Brockway: I think we have probably gone xa far as we 
can. We are grateful to you for coming in, and we are 
grateful to you for listening, and we will have a uenak 
curselves. 

(Whereupon, at 12:15 p.m., the members of the hearing 


board retired into executive session.) 
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